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ETH Zirich is consistently ranked among the top universities in the world. It is currently ranked as 3rd best
university in the world in engineering, science and technology, just behind the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and Stanford University.

Twenty-one Nobel Prizes have been awarded to students or professors of the Institute in the past, the most
famous of whom is Albert Einstein in 1921, and the most recent is Richard F. Heck in 2010.

The school was founded by the Swiss Federal Government in 1854 with the stated mission to educate
engineers and scientists, serve as a national center of excellence in science and technology and provide a hub
for interaction between the scientific community and industry.

BEL-Ehi

The first reason is that I was hoping for some change in my life. I guess putting myself into a different environment
would get me out of my comfortable zone and it turned out to be true.

Also, ETH Zurich possesses the world—class academic training system and excellent educational resources, especially
in the engineering field. I was hoping for the opportunity to leverage the world—class lectures and labs. Also, I was
looking forward to the opportunities to interact with amazing professors and peers at ETH Zurich. Such experiences
will be as beneficial, if not more, as lectures and labs.
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Last semester, before graduation.

B0 #E R
OBEEREANDAEFHRE (FREIHLDTOTRNARRE)

I don’ t remember anything worth extra attention in the application. Just followed all the instructions.

Q@QEYDFHEE(EVDIHEE. BEL. FHREICELHHE. EVYREICH>TOTFNIREE)
Student visa is very easy to get, as ETH will prepare you a necessary paper. With that paper, you only need to prepare
a very limited documents to apply for a student visa.

QERBEROER (HRBAMOBRELH. BiEE. FTHEES)
I get some necessary medicines before departure, which was never used during my exchange. And I don’ t think
Switzerland will need extra notation concerning this.

@RREFROER(MALILENRTES RIZ- BERIRSE)

Got an insurance from AIU. However, Swiss government requires everyone to get covered by an “European insurance
company”. They didn’ t say this loudly, and mentions you can apply for exemption. However, an insurance out of
Europe will never get accepted.

And I had to purchase another insurance in Switzerland, the Swisscare studentpass (cheapest one). I do have friends
who just ignored all the insurance requirements, but I wouldn’ t suggest to do that. Anyway, as Todai requires an
insurance before departure and Swiss government will not recognize ones purchased out of Europe, I would suggest
put some budget on this in advance.

ORZFICHI->TERREOFHRFER - HRH TITo-FHELE (BE- B -HER-RoURHFICEALD)
Since it’ s my last semester, I already collected enough credits for my graduation. But do pay a visit to the department
office to go through any necessary paper work before leaving.

OFFEROER (HEMOEEBLAIL-BEEESE)
As I was already using English on a daily basis, and ETH didn’ t require any language test scores. But I would suggest
make sure you can communicate in at least one out of German and English.

@EFIMFBLEANINED, TOMHRBRTC O THEIREZL - FRNIRGE

For a short term stay, bring some Japanese style things, for example, Kimono or Yukata. As there will always
be some cultural event. But for a long term stay, as for my experience, those things might not be used.

And if possible, have a sim-free smart phone. | was using a sim-locked one during my exchange, it was not
very convenient.

ZE -HRITONT
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As I was doing a research project, I didn’ t take any courses during my stay. But I audited some classes, which turned
out to be rewarding.

QBZHOEE -HMROBE(RE-FE-HEDR2ML, HHRIZE-TWHEESE)

During my stay, the main task was to do research. Notice that it’ s not normal for a master student could have a
designated table and chair on campus. They are usually reserved for PhD students. Many of my Japanese friends
complained this to some point. As it’ s different in Japan, where everyone could have somewhere to work.

I was very lucky as my project involves a hardware testbed, which allowed me to have my own table. We had meeting
every week with my supervisors. And I kept my supervisors in Japan updated every week as well.

Q1 EHH-YDREEH B -BiH, BH-YDETE - AR M (REBRH - BELUN ORT M) 4L

For me, I spent almost all my time on my research. As it was also very interesting project. But compared to Japan, |
think people tend to go back home relatively early, like 6pm or even earlier. It’ s not like Japan that people all gathered
in lab and stay until very late. On average, | stay 7 hours in lab every weekday and sometimes go to work on weekends
as well.




@FT-HAEETODTRINMR

Do take some courses, no matter how busy you are.

CERFETHOER TRINARF

| tried to take a German class, but | failed to keep up with the pace after half semester. Anyway, English would
be enough for daily life, especially on campus.

But sometimes | found | can’t recognize item’s functionality in supermarket. But it didn’t happen too much.

EFITONT

DOERLE(BE®E-BR—LXTAVL—LIIT7E) . RE. BEOKRF. ROoH=AERE)

| was living in dormitory around Bachlerstrasse. If you apply through the website (WOKO), what you will have is
usually a shared flat. You will have your own room, but kitchen, toilet and bathroom will be shared among you
and your flatmates. My rent was 598 CHF per month.

It's a matter of luck that what your flatmates would be. | have friends whose flatmates are not very clean and
the kitchen was always in a mess.

QEFERE (RE. KERDOBKT. XEHME. BE. SEOEBAE(BNEL-ILOYM—FR)LE)

February was very cold and July was already very hot. It could be very hot during summer and air-conditioner
is not everywhere in Europe.

As | was living in Zurich city (Zone 110), for people who’s younger than 25, CHF 61 is necessary for a monthly
pass (EY%EE). And it's advised somewhere also to get a Halb-tax (half fare card) and Gleis 7 (free access
after 7pm). Usually, people will go to Konstanz (a small German city next to Switzerland) to purchase
households and food. Because it’s relatively cheaper compared to Zurich.

QEMEEMR (BPEDAR. ERBEOER. DIORREETIREDITRLE)

Switzerland is safe, more or less the same with Japan. But | had some bad experience with some uneducated
people. And | had friends lost their bags/wallet on train/bus.

And | was very lucky to have a healthy body during the exchange.

@BEICELE-BAICOVWTHZEE. BXH. ZHEXK. RE. BB . XER. REBLLEOHH)
“BADEFELTOAR

All in CHF:

Accommodation 598

Public traffic 61

Food (cooking or Mensa (B&)) 500

Miscellaneous 100

Insurance 100

Roughly less than 1400 CHF/month.

BRICEL-ERAKRELTORR

Besides monthly expenses, other cost includes but not limited to
air ticket

visa application fee

residence permit application fee

some travel cost if go travel

ORZ® (ZRLTLIHEIE, THME- R RO -AELE)
Received USTEP Outbound Scholarship, which was JPY 80000 per month.

OFE-HRUNDFEE (RR—Y - XLFEB. RITAT7 - 123—>  BRORHAKBROBILALE)

Zurich is a relatively small city (compared to Tokyo). But had many destinations in Switzerland. I would say
environmental scenery in Switzerland will definitely among the best in the world.

Some excursions will also be helpful to refresh from daily work.

As Switzerland locates the center of the Europe, travel from there is also very convenient (also expensive). It seems
people will choose bus first, to Milan or Muchen and then transfer from there.

IREERZORIEICOINT

OBEEAOYR—MEG GEPE-FEE-£FE - FAE TOYR—IE)

ETH provides free German courses for exchange student. But it seems all my Japanese friends quit the class after
first lecture. The course is in on a very fast pace. And students with a similar language background could easily keep
up with the pace, which students in an Asian background often have some difficulties.




QREDR K (HEE - AAR—Y - BE -PC REF)

ETH has two campuses, gym in Honggerberg seems to be better compared with the central one.

BELHMBERICONT

O (RBEBZRIC{To-158) HEL BRI CEZ-RE. AV TAJYMNGE

The most direct effect of my exchange is that I couldn’ t show up at some seminars (£ BA=). And now I’ m still looking
for a job in Japan after I came back.

Q(SHRAMBEBZEITIES) BENRBICHIT IERAAICEAEE

CBREHORBEBANDOAELE (BLLHNIT)

Contact friends and some campus communicators to collect information.
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OREOER. BFFELTHRELECE, FOMPFFEEECTORR

It was very interesting experience. I got to know new friends from different background, I had the chance to attend
world—class lectures and seminars, I could do research with very intelligent researchers.

QBFRDTE

Planning to find a job in Japan. Meanwhile, I’ m writing my master thesis, putting all experiment results I have together.

RS HBPEEEZITLWBRREADAYE—U-FR/I(R

Get out of your comfortable zone, and it will pay off.

ZDith
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Official website of Todai was very helpful.
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